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Let’s pop the bubbles



How do filter bubbles influence people’s opinions 
during the corona pandemic?
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What is a Filter Bubble ?

“What the Internet is Hiding from You” by Eli Pariser 
(2011).

The web creates a personalized closed 
world of information for users

“Filter Bubble” describes the intellectual 
isolation of individuals on the web.
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It creates your own world
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Before

After
&

Searching for “Big Pharma”, “Aluminium and 
vaccines..”, ”Vaccination issues” videos on 
youtube



Controversial topics about corona

Outside the bubble... COVID is 
not real!!!

“COVID-19 death toll ‘exaggerated’ ” D. Trump

Over 350,000 the death toll in US (at that time)
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Ethics of Filter Bubbles
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How to alleviate the influence of filter 
bubbles? 

● Offer more diversified content at 
the price of reduced user attention

● Drawing the user's attention to 
contrasting content in an attempt 
to diversify his or her view of things 

● Raise awareness on the beneficial 
aspect of being open to diverse 
ideas
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Start by identifying and locating filter 
bubbles in social networks

● Identify communities

● Compute a score describing 
how diversified the access to 
information is

● Apply the score for each 
user in the community, this 
score indicates if there is a 
filter bubble for them or not
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[Nabaa, 2009]



Google’s solution in the time of COVID-19

● Statistics and top news
● Daily change graph
● Map of cases of nearby 

geographic area
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Thank you !
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Any questions ?
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